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ANNOUNCEMENTS & RESOURCES

Picture quiz

Question 1
What two trends are shown in the figure?

Question 2
What is the ratio of blindness in 2015 between sub-Saharan African 
countries and high-income countries?

Question 3
Why do low-income countries have more blindness per million 
population than high-income countries?

Question 4
Why might you expect high-income countries to have more blindness 
per million population than low-income countries?

1. Decrease in the number of blind / million population between 1990 and 2015 in all regions; and decrease in the 
number of blind in regions with better economies (High income countries, compared to Asia, compared to Africa).

2. 4810/1480 blind people per million pop; counties in SSA have 3.25 times more blind people than high income 
countries.

3. Low income countries have less resources for health care – health trained staff and facilities so less eye care 
services. 
Also low income countries have greater levels of poverty, so fewer people can afford to pay for health services. 
People living in low income countries have greater exposure to some risk factors that cause eye diseases e.g. poor 
diet; poor water and sanitation etc.

4. High income countries have older populations so there are more people over the age of 50 years in each million 
population. Because visual impairment and blindness are associated with aging one would therefore expect more 
blindness per million population in countries with older populations.

ANSWERS

Next issue

The next issue of the Community 
Eye Health Journal is on the theme 
Retinoblastoma
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Courses
MSc Public Health for Eye Care, 
London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine
Fully funded scholarships are available 
for Commonwealth country nationals. 
The course aims to provide eye health 
professionals with the public health 
knowledge and skills required to reduce 
blindness and visual disability.

For more information visit www.lshtm.
ac.uk/study/masters/mscphec.html 
or email romulo.fabunan@lsthm.ac.uk

Free online courses
ICEH Open Education for eye care 
programme offers a series of online 
courses in key topics in public health eye 
care. All the courses are free to access. 

Courses:
Global Blindness, Eliminating Trachoma, 
Ophthalmic Epidemiology Basic 
Principles (1) and Application to Eye 
Disease (2).

More free courses coming! Certification 
also available.

For more information visit 
http://iceh.lshtm.ac.uk/oer/

Subscriptions
Contact Anita Shah
admin@cehjournal.org 
Subscribe to our mailing list
web@cehjournal.org or visit 
www.cehjournal.org/subscribe 

Visit us online
www.cehjournal.org
www.facebook.com/CEHJournal
https://twitter.com/CEHJournal

The chart below shows the number of blind people per 
million population for the world, and different regions, 
between 1990 and 2015. 
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